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something she'd lost. Sh: wis [oohng Fur hard facts, the

ones that would help convince university officials that
they needed to take 1 more aggressive stance on campu'ai e

recycling,

Rolling up her sleeves to pick through the university’s
trash was just one of the ways Pike, now aHWLY alumna,
was willing to prove her d-:dh:atmn to environmental issues
during her undergraduate years on mmpus

A@";]nc founder of SCOPE {Students Conscious of
Protecting the Environment), Pike was invited to
serve on UNLV's Waste Reduction and Recycling

Committec during her sophomore year.

As the committee — composed mostly of administra-
tors — considered ways to cansolidate scattered campus
recyeling programs and to ﬁp'mv: the efficiency of the
campus sprinkling system, discussion inevitably murned to

~ budget realities and lack of funds to implement new ideas.
- But Pike was undeterred; committee members came to

view her as the voice of both idealism and commitment.

*“T would describe Tara as undaunted,” says Dennis
Swartzell, director of UNIV's Landscape, Grounds, and
Arboretum. “She brings that youthful energy, that stu-
dent vibrance . . . that feeling that most anything can be
accomplished.™

When one committee member pointed out that they
really didn't know how much recyclable material was
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